The growing sensitivity to the importance of region to the history of medicine has encouraged historians to look beyond national narratives. If considerable work is still needed on regional patterns, not all regions have received the same attention, and some, such as the South Wales coalfield, have been neglected by medical historians. Perhaps part of this neglect stems from the poor visibility of Welsh medical sources, at least for researchers outside Wales. As Borsay and Knight make clear, often searching for them in national collections "is a little like looking for the proverbial needle in a haystack" (p. 366). Their extremely useful annotated guide to the medical records in the South Wales Coalfield Collection reveals how one of the largest archives of its kind contains a wealth of archival material that relates to many of the research areas of current interest to social historians of medicine.

The result of a Research Resources in Medical History Award from the Wellcome Trust, this annotated guide has much to offer medical, urban and social historians interested in the period *c*. 1890 to 1948. The guide briefly traces the evolving historiography of the region, teasing out the links between industrialization, coal and health, occupational and community health. These themes persist throughout the volume, although, as the authors are careful to highlight, there was always far more to health in the South Wales coalfield than mining, pneumoconiosis, and the activities of the South Wales Miners' Federation. If there are omissions, including work by Evans on the Cardiff Royal Infirmary and by Stewart, Powell and others on interwar municipal medicine, the historiographical overview provides a concise sense of the literature and its limitations, and places the archival descriptions in context.

Borsay and Knight\'s sensitivity to context is reflected in each of the thematic sections. There is a logical order to these. Divided between occupational and community health, and subdivided into themes familiar to social historians of medicine, they move from the diseases and injuries associated with mining and other industries, to safety and welfare at work before turning to community health to cover infectious diseases, sanitation and housing, food and nutrition, medical practitioners, health insurance and mutual aid, and medical institutions. Separate sections are included on women and children. The thematic structure makes the guide intuitive to use and emphasizes the diversity of the collection. To assist the researcher, each section contains a table of annotated references---including brief item and collection descriptions, date ranges, and details of document type and repository---to help them locate collections and sources. The guide also has useful appendixes on medical records relating to the coalfield beyond the collection, contact details of libraries and archives, a short biography, and a list of web resources. If these are not exhaustive, they offer researchers good starting points.

Each thematic section starts with a useful overview. These provide the reader with an informed and pithy summary of the relevant medical history that places the coalfield in a national context and exposes the problems faced and the solutions advanced, as well as drawing attention to material of particular interest. The emphasis here is implicitly on progress, on community health, voluntary provision, trade union activity and state intervention. If familiar stories are repeated---for example, the Tredegar Medical Aid Society providing Bevan with a model for the NHS---they mainly adopt a top-down perspective. Given that the collection contains over 600 hours of interviews and the personal papers of miners, it is a shame that more is not made of these resources or their value highlighted.

Overall, Borsay and Knight have performed a very valuable service: they have brought the wealth of medical history and related resources in the South Wales Coalfield Collection to light comprehensively and effectively. There are of course limitations to the collection---midwifery and domestic medicine are hardly covered---but one can hope that this timely guide will inspire medical historians to turn their attention to the South Wales coalfield and mine the rich sources available.
